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SCALES TIP IN ‘STUPID
FAT AUSTRALIAN’ CASE

By Paul Bleakley

THE woman at the centre of the
“stupid, fat Australian” case has won
an appeal against her 2012 conviction
after a north-west England court
determined that it would not be in the
public interest to uphold the court’s
original verdict.

Czech-British woman Petra
Mills was found guilty of racially
aggravated public disorder and
assault by Macclesfield Magistrates
Court in Cheshire last November
after an incident involving her New
Zealand-born neighbour Chelsea
O’Reilly. It was alleged that
Mills had called her a “stupid, fat
Australian” during a neighbourhood
dispute with the intention of racially
abusing O’Reilly, who she knew
was a New Zealander rather than an
Australian.

The “stupid, fat Australian”
case made international headlines
after Mills was found guilty, with
questions being raised regarding
whether being called “Australian”
constituted a racially-motivated
attack. O’Reilly said that she had
been “really insulted” by Mills
referring to her as an Australian and
that she believed that Mills had used
the term intentionally for that reason.

Mills told Australian Times that
her legal team had tried on several
occasions to persuade O’Reilly
to drop the charges of racially
aggravated assault prior to the appeal
going to court. She said that the other
charges of assault had been dropped
by police.

Mills said: “Crown court judges
made pressure on CPS (Crown
Prosecutor Service) to drop all

matters as this is not in the public
interest. But there was still the victim
demanding £50 compensation. My
solicitor tried to drop this charge four
times.”

The conviction was overturned on
appeal last Friday based largely on
the frivolous nature of the allegations,
with the sitting judge expressing
dismay that police had deemed the
claims serious enough to be brought
before court in the first instance.

Mills told Australian Times: “The
judge asked CPS if he seriously
thought that calling a lady from New
Zealand a ‘fat Australian’ was racism
and belonged in this court. Common
sense prevailed.”

As a result of Mills’ conviction
being overturned O’Reilly will not
be awarded the £50 compensation
that was awarded by chairman of
the bench Brian Donohue during
the original hearing. Mills told
Australian Times that she is currently
investigating her ability to pursue
malicious prosecution action against
Cheshire Police and the Crown
Prosecution Service.

Mills said that she was grateful for
the support she had received from
people around the world, and hoped
to receive apologies from a number
of media organisations that she felt
had portrayed her unfairly. Mills also
said that she was upset by claims
made during the court proceedings
that she had harmed O’Reilly’s dog,
and hoped to receive
an apology from her
former neighbour.
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COLD Chisel’s Flame Trees
played out of a pop-up surf club
in the middle of Waterloo Station
on Monday morning as part of
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Aussie Steven McRae
praised for new
performance | P8

Tourism Australia’s launch of a
new campaign, the ‘Best Jobs in
the World’ initiative.

A lifesaver and woman in a bikini
braved the cold to distribute flyers
to young commuters, encouraging
them to apply for one of six
positions available Down Under.

The initiative follows the
successful Tourism Queensland
‘Best Job in the World’ campaign
in 2009 which attracted 34,000
applicants from over 200 countries
for a ‘Caretaker’ position at the
Great Barrier Reef.

Now Tourism Australia, in
partnership with six State and
Territory offices, are looking to
recruit six new employees to work
in each corner of the continent.

Each position comes with a six-
month contract and salary package
worth AUD$100,000.

Tourism Australia Managing
Director, Andrew McEvoy said the
promotion will entice more young
people from around the world to come
to Australia to holiday and work.
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IN A ROOM that wouldn’t look out
of place in an English stately manor,
a portrait of a young Queen Elizabeth
II hangs high, reigning over all who
pass through security at Bermuda’s
LF Wade International Airport —

a royal welcome for visitors to
Britain’s oldest overseas territory.

Arriving on the Bermuda Islands
or ‘Somers Isles’ is an experience all
of its own; the airport’s runway sits
seemingly inches above the waves on
reclaimed land at the north-east point
of the volcanic archipelago, providing
a spectacular ocean landing.

Upon arrival visitors pass through a
time-warped gateway echoing colonial
days past, built with cutting-edge
engineering, into a giant clubhouse
where some of the wealthiest people
on the planet live, and play.

It’s an easy choice, if you can afford
it. The average cost of a house on any
of the eight main islands is around
a million dollars (US). Closer to
Canada than the Caribbean (and just a
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Remember the sun? It’s not just a myth, as RICHARD POWELL

discovers in balmy Bermuda. A tropical paradise in the North
Atlantic Ocean, Bermuda is an ideal place to relax and defrost.

90-minute hop from New York’s JFK),
Bermuda’s winter-busting climate is
kept warm by the Gulf Stream. So,
while the US east coast was lashed

by Superstorm Sandy, New Yorkers
with money to burn were golfing or
paddling about in a pool here, taking
care to avoid sunstroke.

Rolling out the pink sand

Patches of coastline that do not
contain an adjoining jetty cram-
packed with luxury yachts are a rarity,
though un-spoilt beaches can still be
found. Perched on limestone cliffs
overlooking its own secluded beach,
the family-run The Reefs Spa Hotel
provides a relaxed island welcome.
It’s located at the opposite end of
the ‘mainland’ (Bermuda actually
comprises more than 300 islands)
from where the airport is situated. The
transfer is brief: the entire landmass
being just 21 square miles.

The Reefs offers privacy and
outstanding views of the

B

pink-sand coastline. Bermudians take
great pride in their unique rose-tinted
beaches, which are formed from
pulverised corals and mollusc shells.
Locals even defied royal protocol and
paid tribute to the sands, by rolling
out a pink, not red, welcome carpet
for the Queen on her last visit.

My arrival at the Reefs, while
minus the pink carpet, was capped
off with a deftly prepared Dark ‘n’
Stormy highball, the national drink
of choice, accompanied by a warm
sea breeze and ocean views. Home
quickly felt like an eternity away.

Serving the local catch and imported
steaks, the hotel’s Royston’s restaurant
(one of three restaurants at the hotel)
is a European-style grill house with an
open kitchen, allowing diners to watch
the chefs do their thing from the
comfort of tables... by the fireplace.

For a sub-tropical island, fireplaces
are a common quirk in restaurants
and hotel lobbies, installed for
aesthetic purposes only. It’s hard to
imagine Bermudians huddling around
the fire, rubbing their hands together
for warmth on any day of the year.

Pampering features highly at The
Reefs, and when you’re not letting
your afternoons drift by in the cliff-
edge infinity pool (a sweet spot at
sundown), or swimming in the sea,
you’ll be in and out of the hotel’s
spa centre taking advantage of some
seriously relaxing holistic treatments.

From a smorgasbord of head-to-toe
elixirs, I opted for a lime and ginger
salt glow rubdown. A men’s facial at
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ST PATRICKS DAY

Included:

* Return coach from London
* City centre hostel accommodation

¢ Breakfast
¢ Pub crawl

* City walking tour

¢ Guinness storehouse tour
¢ St Patricks Day parade

RUNNING OF THE BULLS

Included:

¢ Camping
accommodation

¢ Pickup upon arrival
in Pamplona

¢ Regular shuttles to

centre of Pamplona

¢ Bull run
* Gift bag
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LA TOMATINA P

Included:

¢ 4 star hotel
accommodation

* Breakfast

¢ City walking tour

* Bus transfers to festival

* Tomato fight

* Gift bag




10 | Travel

“FOMO IS ms f!‘#.'r OF MISSING OUT. TRYING TO wom FOMO INSPIRES US TO MAKE OUR, .
BEST DECISIONS, LIKE TRAVELING WITH STOXE TRAVEL THIS SPRING. Y 'SEE, STOXE TRAVEL IS |
A FOMO REPELLANT, SO WHAT ARE YOU WATING FOR? DON'T LET FOMO TAKE A HOLD AND
COME GET LOOSE WITH STOXE TRAVEL.

COMING UP THIS SPRING: .-—-"'.l'.'l'l'l"E"'---. : »
QUEENS DAY AMSTERDAM = s—i'_ o I_(_E wuw.stoketravel.com |
SURF HOUSE MOROCCO facebook com/stoketmavel

SKXI AND BOARD ANDORRA g futtter @stoletavel

DIRTY 18iZA WEEKENDERS, TRAVEL

SPRING BREAX GREEK .eruﬂns. :

QUOTE THE AUSTRALIAN TIMES TO EFGNE ﬁ'?;::.':' UNUMITED BOOZE
&ﬁmﬂﬂf 'Df' SFC'IF S EHEDFEJH AND BRAZILIAN SURY. Jﬂﬂ FESTIVAL LOCATIONS.

the Mandarin-operated Elbow Beach
Hotel down the road in Paget parish,
also proved invigorating and expertly
administered in five-star surroundings.

A private Oasis

Though the island nation remains
British, proximity to the US means
there are strong connections to both
sides of the pond. Local currency

is pegged to the US dollar, which
can be used interchangeably. And
many Bermudians even speak with
American accents — perhaps gained
during periods of study there, as
Bermuda has no universities.

Bermuda’s visitors are mostly
stateside residents and guests coming
to enjoy the sub-tropical climate.
Famous US residents you might see
strolling along The Front in Hamilton
could include New York City Mayor
(and billionaire) Michael Bloomberg,
and actor Michael Douglas with his
wife Catherine Zeta-Jones.

But many of the island’s wealthiest
people are largely anonymous,
profiting from its status as a leading
global business centre for insurance
and offshore financial services. This
industry supports Bermuda’s soaring
per capita income, which is among
the highest in the world.

A tight network of exclusive private
members’ clubs exists across the
islands allowing the high rollers of
this sector to interact out of sight, and
earshot of the common tourist.

One such venue, undoubtedly
the most beautiful, and sprawling,
is the Bermuda Run Country
Club, renowned for its 36-hole
international championship golf
course. The club represents to the
island what the Wentworth estate is
to Virginia Water in Surrey; a private
oasis within another, supposedly
public, island.
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Head to
Hamilton

As the capital of Bermuda
since 1815, Hamilton
is home to many of the
island’s shops, restaurants
and almost all of its
nightlife (except on
Sunday nights, where
it’s The Cellar at the
Fairmont hotel).

Within the town’s
centre, the 350-year old
Waterlot Inn Restaurant

is the jewel. Its steak-tasting trio of
Prime Rib Eye, Niman Ranch Filet
Mignon and Wagyu Striploin come
highly recommended.

Hamilton’s seafront promenade
offering views across the new harbor
is the perfect way to walk off a heavy
lunch.
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What to do?

The island is a cinch to explore on two
wheels. By simply hiring a scooter
from a shop by the hotel, soon you
will be careering along coastal roads,
bathed in a golden glow with the blue
expanse of sea and sky at your side: a
truly life-affirming experience... even
if everyone else seems to have the
same idea.

It can often seem that there are
more mopeds on this small island
than there are bicycles in all of
Amsterdam. Driving on the left,
along narrow roads originally built
for horse carts, may not be suited
to all visitors, especially for those
from the US, or any other country
that drives on the right and is used to
lanes-a-plenty.

Thankfully though, strict island
rules on engine sizes mean you’ll
never see a Humvee barrelling
towards you, guzzling the island’s
precious fuel supplies or hogging
both lanes on the road.

Once you’ve had your fill of scooter
excursions, there are many other ways
to explore the island’s scenic interior.

For more secluded strolls, the
island’s disused ‘railway tracks’ offer
silent, shady trails. The rails have
long been pulled up to leave lush
bridleways and footpaths.

There is the mile-long path in

Paget, which resembles a
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veritable herbal garden. Dr Kuni
Frith-Black, a former Miss Bermuda,
can guide you and explain how the
vast array of flora that grows in this
area can be used to cook all manner
of dishes, and cure common ailments.

For horse-lovers seeking al fresco
action, Spicelands Riding Centre
in Warwick provides a scenic hack
across the tranquil south shore. The
ride passes the picture-postcard
Jobson’s Cove and Chaplin Bay,
where sparkling waters crash against
circles of rocks to form sandy secret
gardens. For more experienced riders,
to avoid an hour-long plod with
newbies, be sure to book a private ride
which will give you the opportunity to
gallop along the sandbanks.

Lovers of the life aquatic will also
enjoy the hands-on Dolphin Quest,
offering visitors the chance to touch,
swim with, and even kiss a dolphin.

Swapping the surface of Bermuda
for the world beneath, the stunning
Crystal Cave — found by chance a
hundred years ago by boys searching
for a cricket ball — is a must.

Descending into the depths, a floating
pontoon pathway carries you over deep
azure pools to inspect its 30-million-
year-old chandelier clusters, hanging
majestically at every turn.

Royal Naval Dockyard

Back in the built environment, at the
northern tip of the tongue-twisting
Ireland Island, the Royal Naval
Dockyard within a 500-year-old
citadel is worth a visit. However, I
must admit seeing large parts of this
former flagship port’s magnificent
stone yards and warehouses in a state
of disrepair was a bit sad.

The redevelopment of this former
colonial trading outpost is a priority
for the island authorities and a
number of businesses, including craft
shops and an arts centre, are already
setting up shop.

But the nearby Commissioner’s
House in Casemate
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Barracks is the true success
story of this neglected area’s
painstaking renovation.
Fully-restored to its former
splendour, the building now
houses an elaborate museum
allowing visitors to take in the
island’s rich history.

A must-see inside the museum
is the Hall of History by Bermudian
artist Graham Foster. The grand mural
of the nation covers 1,000 square feet
of the basement walls and took the
artist three years to complete.

VISIT US AT THE TNT TRAVEL SHOW
SATOMARCH) [~ /.. "SUNIOMARGH)

EuroClub

Winter Getaway

Dep. 23 March 2013

Ski Austria

t£399

WAS £7250

:£1147

Includes £220 food fund

The mural truly puts you in the
picture of what these unique islands
are about, which once led Mark
Twain to quip, somewhat more
concisely: “You go to heaven... I"d
rather stay here.”

Richard Powell is a freelance journalist
who also works for the Press Release
Distribution, Media Monitoring and
Public Relations firm, Presswire, but
does not work with or for any of the
parties mentioned in this article.

Favourite Big Tour Operator
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Western Front
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Favourite Tour Operator
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*Terms and conditions apply. Prices quoted are for specific departures only. All trips subject to availability. Discounts are off the base trip price only, and do not
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